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other contracting party, the contract
may be adjusted if fairness so requires;
thus where such Government action,
although not creating any liability on
its part, increases the cost of perform-
ance, considerations of fairness may
make appropriate some adjustment in
the contract.

750.7106-3 Mistakes.

A contract may be amended or modi-
fied to correct or mitigate the effect of
a mistake, including the following ex-
amples:

(a) A mistake or ambiguity which
consists of the failure to express or to
express clearly in the written contract
the agreements as both parties under-
stood them;

(b) A mistake on the part of the con-
tractor which is so obvious that it was
or should have been apparent to the
contracting officer; and

(c) A mutual mistake as to a mate-
rial fact.

Amending contracts to correct mis-
takes with the least possible delay nor-
mally will protect the foreign policy
interests of the United States by expe-
diting the procurement program and by
giving contractors proper assurance
that such mistakes will be corrected
expeditiously and fairly.

750.7106-4 Informal commitments.

Informal commitments may be for-
malized under certain circumstances to
permit payment to persons who have
taken action without a formal con-
tract; for example, where any person,
pursuant to written or oral instruc-
tions from an officer or official of the
Agency and relying in good faith upon
the apparent authority of the officer or
official to issue such instructions, has
arranged to furnish or has furnished
property or services to the agency and/
or to a foreign assistance contractor or
subcontractor without formal contrac-
tual coverage for such property or serv-
ices. Formalization of commitments
under such circumstances normally
will protect the foreign policy interests
of the United States by assuring per-
sons that they will be treated fairly
and paid expeditiously.
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750.7107 Limitations upon exercise of
authority.

(a) The Executive Order is not au-
thority for:

(1) The use of the cost-plus-a-percent-
age-of-cost system of contracting;

(2) The making of any contract in
violation of existing law relating to
limitation on profit or fees;

(3) The waiver of any bid, payment
performance or other bond required by
law.

(b) No amendments, or modifications
shall be entered into under the author-
ity of the Executive Order:

(1) Unless, with respect to cases fall-
ing within Section 4 of the Executive
Order, a finding is made that the ac-
tion is necessary to protect the foreign
policy interests of the United States;

(2) Unless other legal authority in
the Agency is deemed to be lacking or
inadequate;

(3) Except within the limits of the
amounts appropriated and the statu-
tory contract authorization.

(c) No contract shall be amended or
modified unless the request therefor
has been filed before all obligations (in-
cluding final payment) under the con-
tract have been discharged.

(d) No informal commitment shall be
formalized unless:

(1) A request for payment has been
filed within six months after arranging
to furnish or furnishing property or
services in reliance upon the commit-
ment;

(2) USAID has received the services
satisfactorily performed, or has accept-
ed property furnished in reliance on
the commitment;

(3) The USAID employees alleged to
have made the informal commitment
have accepted responsibility for mak-
ing the informal commitment in ques-
tion; and

(4) USAID has taken appropriate ac-
tion to prevent recurrence.

[49 FR 13257, Apr. 3, 1984, as amended at 50
FR 16088, Apr. 24, 1985; 53 FR 4982, Feb. 19,
1988]

750.7108

Every contract amended or modified
pursuant to this subpart shall contain:

(a) A citation of the Act and Execu-
tive Order.

Contractual requirements.
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